Onset of action of amoxapine and doxepin in outpatients with "mixed anxiety/depression".
In a parallel-group double-blind study, 142 outpatients with "mixed anxiety/depression" were treated with amoxapine or doxepin for 4 weeks in mean maximum daily dosages of 260 mg and 130 mg, respectively. Patients in both groups improved significantly during treatment as shown by changes in the Hamilton, Zung, Patient Self-Evaluation, and Clinical Global Impressions scales. From 24 to 31 of the 71 subjects receiving amoxapine and 16 to 24 of the 71 receiving doxepin were rated as "unquestionably improved" at the end of the treatment period on these scales. The time to achieve this degree of response was significantly shorter with amoxapine on both the CGI (p = .018) and Hamilton (p = .005) scales. Side effects were roughly comparable with two exceptions: doxepin-treated patients experienced more daytime drowsiness (p less than or equal to .05) and amoxapine-treated patients experienced more constipation (p less than or equal to .01).